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The Child And The Man
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OR unto us a Child is born," we hear the Prophet

say,

And the refrain of angels' song, "a Child is born

today;"

The One who sat on heaven s throne, close by the Father's
Descends to earth, a helpless
1ST to the weeping-prophet's
The wailing

mothers'

babe, of comforts

strain, of Rachael's

all

bitter

denied.
tears,

loud lament, for those of tender

The Child becomes an exile in a distant

side,

years;

idol-land,

Where His kindred suffered bondage and were ransomed by His hand.
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IS persecutor

dropped

the sceptre when called from

Then the Child returned from Egypt

earthly

and became a

scene,

Nazarene;
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The doctors were astonished
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When He proved who was the greatest whom they esteemed the least.
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HE Child no more is mentioned

at the Holy-city

When He descends
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The Child becomes a man in stature, full
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With the Father's

to Jordan and becomes the living
benediction

GAIN the word prophetic
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till the Baptist's voice is heard,
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feast,

measure

spirit-filled.

and the age-long tempest

paints the Man of Sorrows'
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Word;
stilled.

grief;

And the value placed upon Him, for which Judas' gain was brief;
Tho' His cup o'erflowed
Tho' defamed

with suffering,

and evil-treated,

yet bold Peter added

yet the shame He meekly

more,

bore.
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HEN Pilate would release Him, the Jews cried out again,
When the cross must be His portion, Pilate said, "Behold
A Man the while He suffered,

a Man beneath the sod,

But now a man no longer, He arose the Son of God!

the Man;"
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everything that was of the nature of chance
was eliminated; the birth, the early life,
the ministry, the death, resurrection, and
R. B. Girdlestone
A Fundamental
Question
ascension of Christ were arranged and
timed in accordance with what seemed best
S soon as the Lord Jesus came of Life (the living 'Logos') ; for the Life to the Divine wisdom. The same must have
forth in public, He attracted at- was manifested, and we have seen, and bear been true with respect to all the other
tention as a Teacher of no ordi- witness, and show unto you that eternal life phenomena or manifestations of the Divine
nary stamp. Many were the en- which was with the Father and was mani- life in the Lord Jesus. Every word that He
quiries, made concerning Him. fested unto us." Here the Lord Jesus is said and every work that He did contribWho was He?
*' Whence came He? set forth as a manifested Life. The hidden, uted to the general effect, and may be reWhat were His aims? From what source though glorious life of the Father is garded as a link in the chain which brings
did He draw His learning? Who gave Him brought out from behind the veil and God into touch with man through the
His authority? Was He a prophet? Was lived in the Person of the Son. This mani- Word.
He the prophet whom Moses had spoken festation of the Divine life was set forth*
Never had there been such a thing. Isof? Was He the anointed King, the Son of in the presence of a certain number of
rael
had been blessed with great prophets
privileged persons, who were thereby enGod, Who should come into the world?
and great deliverers, but these were all
abled
to
know
God
by
personal
contact,
Various answers were given, according
servants in God's House. Christ was a Son
to the feelings, prejudices, and experiences and to transmit to others something of the over His own House. Holy men of old had
knowledge
which
they
had
attained.
of His hearers. His enemies, who grew
been subjected to special influences of
more numerous and hostile as time went
Such, then, is the nature of the Being God's Spirit to enable them to speak, write,
on, answered one way; His followers, an- Whom the Father sanctified and sent forth and work as the agents of God. But to
other. Amongst the authoritative state- into the world. His name may well be Christ the Spirit was not given by measure.
ments on the subject given His disciples called Wonderful. As we draw near with Though so many generations have passed
there are three worthy of special attention: reverence to see this strange sight the ques- away, we still owe all that is worth calling
(1) The Gospel according to St. John tion rises in our minds, For what reason, life to Him, and all the ends of the world
opens thus,: "In the beginning was the and with what aim, has this manifestation —with a width of meaning unsuspected
'Logos,' and the 'Logos' was with God, and of the Logos (or Word) been permitted in when the words were first written-^—have
the 'Logos' was God . . . All things were this minute corner of God's creation which seen through Him the salvation of God.
made through Him, and apart from Him we call Earth? What is man that God is
We have yet, however, to bring into
was not anything that was made. . . And mindful of him, and the son of man that prominence the essential truth concerning
God
so
regards
him?
Scripture
does
not
the 'Logos' was made flesh and tabernacled
the nature of Christ. Manifestation is one
amongst us, and we beheld His glory, the fully answer the question; but one thing is thing; Incarnation is another. It might be
clear.
The
Son
of
God
has
been
manifested
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father,
possible for the "Logos" (or Word) to
full of grace and truth." Without entering for the salvation of sinners. He has come have exhibited the Divine life amidst huto
enable
men
to
conquer
sin
and
death,
into any abstruse discussion about the use
man surroundings and in a human form
of the term Logos, or "Word," we may and to make them in deed and truth sons without taking our nature upon Him. We
of
God
and
heirs
of
everlasting
life.
take it as signifying the living personal excan conceive an angel assuming a human
pression of the mind and will of the FaA careful examination of the Four Gos- appearance, or even occupying a human,
ther; as the Agent through Whom all the pels will lead us to the conclusion that body, and living amongst men for a time,
Divine counsels and purposes are carried every detail of the Life of the Lord Jesus as the Angel of the Lord seems to have
out; as the Channel through Whom all the was planned and regulated in accordance done more than once in the Patriarchal age.
gifts and graces of heaven flow down.
with this end. Every step was ordered; Some objects of the Manifestation might
thereby have been accomplished—but not
(2) The Epistle to the Hebrews opens
all. There were reasons which made it fitthus: "God, Who in sundry times, and in
ting
and becoming in the sight of God that
divers manners, spake in times past unto
A Christmas Carol
the Logos or Word should take our nature,
the Fathers by the Prophets, hath in these
as well as our appearance and our body.
last days spoken unto us bv the Son:
Agnes Hisey Olsen
The nature of man is evidently more than
Whom He hath appointed heir to all
the body of man. We may not be able to
things; through Whom also He made the Bright angels choraling come down
On holy Christmas m-oming,
distinguish between spirit, soul, and body;
worlds; Who was the brightness of His O'er
Bethlehem, a little town
but we know that we have these elements in
glorv and the express image of His PerWhere shepherds are sojourning;
our nature. When God created man in His
son." This passage falls in with the earlier Behold! this morn,
own image He gave him a certain nature,
Good news we bring,
one. and gives a still clearer idea of the
generically different from all the brute
relationshin existing between the Father Lord Christ is born,
Our Savior King!
creatures below him and from all the anand the "Logos." The Greek terms used
gelic creatures above him; and this nature,
imply that this relationship is analogous A host o(f angels praising God, '
as originally constituted, the Logos must
with that which exists between the sun and
0! glory in the highest,
needs partake of. Whatever Adam was
his rays, or between the seal and the im- Glad tidings to all saints abroad.
The heavenly herald criest;
when created from the dust, that Christ
pression made by it on the wax. The Lord
must become when born of the Virgin
Jesus is. therefore, to be regarded as the Peace on the earth.
Good will toward men,
Mary. God of the substance of His Father,
exact embodiment and transcrint of the Fa- The Savior's birth
begotten before the world; and man of the
ther's nature, being one with Him, and in
Proclaim again!
substance of mother, born in the world.
some sense inseparable from Him. and
And this not by conversion of the Godhead
wholly dependent on His will and power in 01 hear the angel choirs sing,
The songs of earth transcending.
into flesh, but by taking of the manhood inrespect to the exercise of His functions.
Their harvs throiiah starry realms ring.
to God. This simple but guarded statement
To glorious heights ascending;
(3) The First Epistle of St. John opens
given to us in the Athanasian Creed is most
thus: "That which was from the beginning, A blessed. Child
helpful
to the mind. It keeps us from reOf Israel's fold,
which we have heard, which we have seen
garding the Virgin Mary as in a theological
Th" Savior, mild.
with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
Doth Mary hold!
(Continued on page 410)
and our hands have handled, of the Word
—Detroit. Mich.
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The Heart Of Christmas

A

GAIN the atmosphere of the holiday
season is permeating everywhere. Last
minute shoppers are hurrying through the
crowded streets and in and out of overcrowded stores, seeking for appropriate
tokens of remembrance for long lists of
friends. The belfries peal forth the ageold carols that have endeared themselves
to the hearts of all men, even to non-Christians. The mails are already overloaded
with greetings and gaily-wrapped packages bearing the legend "Do not open until Christmas." Young people are preparing for the Christmas programs to be
given. And everywhere is an air of expectancy.
It was that expectancy that characterized the world nearly two thousand years
ago. Prophets had given glowing pictures
of the glorious revival of the Jewish kingdom, with a mighty Prince whose name
would be "Wonderful, Counselor, the
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace."
Minstrels and sages had made it the
thrilling and ever-welcome theme of ballad
and song down through the centuries. The
hearts of men yearned for the fulfillment
of the promise of the Golden Age.
And then the King came. But the vast
majority of mankind missed Him, because
they were not looking for Him in the
proper.,, place and in the right way. Instead
of coming to the palace of Herod, or as a
courtesan of the Caesars, He was born in
a stable in Bethlehem village. Instead of
proclaiming His authority and enforcing
it with political prerogatives and military
might as other world conquerors had done,
He spent His youth as well as His maturer years in the company of shepherds,
artesians and fisher folks. And when.the
common people, among whom He had attained a great popularity, would take Him
to make Him king, he eluded them, and
pursued His lonely way to the heartbreak
of Calvary.
All through the nineteen centuries that
have passed since that startling burst of
angel song over the hills of Judea, men
have been seeking the King. But most of
them have sought in vain. Herod sought
Him to destroy Him. So did Nero, and
tyrants of almost every century until Hitler and the anti-God orgies of bloodbathed Russia. They did not know that
heaven's King is not dethroned by carnal
force.
The Pharisees, scribes and religious
leaders on the other hand sought to destroy
His place in the hearts of men. And they
c.ame much nearer the heart of the matter
than did the crafty and conscienceless rulers of state. Nor has any generation since
the Star appeared on the oriental horizon
been without its religious bigots, who
think to destroy heaven's King. Of course
they would not admit it if they were
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This is the French peoples' way of saying "Merry Christmas"'. The staff of the
E. V. Publishing House joins in wishing
you and yours the very best Christmas
and New Year, with Christ as the day-star
of your lives.

The W a y O f Service
Helen Carson Jansen
A lowly manger in a quiet town,
Within, a tiny babe in peaceful sleep;
And on the hills, the flocks of patient
sheep,
While stars in gleaming . majesty
look
down.
A shameful cross upon a lonely hill,
A pain-racked body, and a saddened
soul;
And since that day, the endless ages
roll
A grim procession—time is never still.
So short a life, so filled with loving deeds,
A'o troubled heart, no sin-torn soul distressed,
But found in Him forgiveness,
peace,
and rest.
His—the solution 0|f the world's great
needs.
And we—if we would truly serve bur
day—
Must walk with Him the lonely, windswept way.
—Selected.
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think of measuring love by the financial
value of a gift. And yet, how many are
. giving gifts at Christmas time because they
expect a gift in return. And how many
estimations of the probable value of the
gift to be expected, or of that received
last year, in order to give something of
similar value. Would it not be much
better to follow Jesus' advice this Christmas and give where we cannot hope for
return?
In the original observance of Christmas,
this festive season was synonymous with
the spirit of giving, which knows no
bounds nor cessation, like the sunshine that
bathes earth and sky. Christmas was begun in the joy of giving. And that has
continued to be one of its central characteristics ever since. Sometimes, it is
true, the giving has been selfish. Nevertheless, the very fact of giving has a
wholesome discipline for all.
But if we as Christians would find the
greatest blessedness of this happy Christmas time, we should seek out one. of the
least of His little ones to whom we can
give. And let us also remember that "the
gift without the giver is bare." If we
would find the very heart of Christmas
we must give ourselves. First we must
give ourselves to God, and then to others
for Christ's sake. May the wonderful,
mystic star that led the wise men long ago
from far eastern countries to the bitterly
' humble stable birthplace,, lead you to worship Him. And worshipping Him, may
He give you unmeasured joy in leading
others to find Him also. This is the heart
of our-Christmas wish for you.

ff.Qti?. 9f.
Fallen-Risen

When first we learned the shocking news
of the passing of our beloved Elder Abner
Martin the thought came "Another mighty
prince of God has fallen." But on further
reflection we knew this was not so. God's
chosen ones do not fall with their perishing bodies, but rise to dwell in eternal
bliss with Him who has redeemed them.
charged with the crime. But they seek to Death to the child of God is gain—eternal
sabotage every edict He has given. They gain.
Nevertheless, it is a great loss to the
disregard His authority., They flaunt His
every purpose and desire. They insult Church, in another sense. Elsewhere in
Him with their treasonable kisses. "This this issue are fuller accounts of Bro.
people worship me with their lips but Martin's services and activities throughtheir hearts are far from me," is the com- out his busy and profitable life time. In
various phases of the Church's program
plaint of God.
The heart of Christmas is the beautiful, his wise counsel, his untiring support and
mystic, almost unbelievable story of God's his Godly zeal will be surely missed.
It was our joyous privilege to work
love for the unlovely. The central fact of
this season of remembrance is that God was closely with Bro. Martin during the years
in the flesh manifesting Himself to man- spent at Philadelphia Mission. The memkind, in order that He might redeem them. ories of those seasons of fellowship in wor"God so loved that He gave." He gave the ship and in service will long be cherished
very best He had. He gave heaven's chief as some of the sweetest. His princely
Christian character is an inspiration to us
joy. He gave glory's crown prince.
Love is always giving, and its giving is to emulate his sterling qualities, follownot measured. What unworthiness to even ing him as he followed Christ.
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PURPOSES OF THE INCARNATION
Alva J. McC/ain
of sin is death. Second, the experience of
death involves the separation of the body
For he is not a man, as I am, that I from the spirit. Third, the eternal God,
should answer him, that we should come because He is pure spirit, could not die.
together in judgment.
There is no um- Therefore, in order that God might expire betwixt us, that might lay his hand . perience the reality of death in its fullupon us both. Job 9:32,33 R.V.
ness, He must become incarnate, clothe
Himself
in a body of flesh and blood.
And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, But* God incarnate could die, and did die
the glory as of the only begotten of the for our sins. Only an incarnate God
Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14. could possibly be the Savior of sinners.
Bearing these facts in mind, let us turn
Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: now to the book of Hebrews. The first
Every spirit, that confesseth
that Jesus chapter describes the infinite glory of the
Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and Second Person of the Triune God. Readevery spirit that confesseth not that Jesus ing on into the second chapter, we come
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: to the incarnation of this glorious Person.
and this is that spirit of anti-Christ, Here we see Him "made a little lower than
whereof ye have heard that it, should the angels" (v. 9 ) . Why should this
come; and even now already is it in the eternal Son, who is above the angels, be
world. 1 Jno. 4:2,3.
brought down and be made lower than the
angels? The answer is in the same verse:
H E COMPLIANT OF J O B , recorded in the
He was made lower than the angels "for
first quoted, voices the universal feel' the suffering of death . . . that He by the
ing of our sinful race in the presence of
grace of God should taste death for every
an infinite God. The chasm between such man" (cf. also 2 : 1 4 ) .
a God and man, the finite creature, has
seemed at times to men so vast as to be
Sharing God's Eternity
practically unbridgeable. And they cry
In the second place note that God bewith"~Job, "He is not a man . . . There is
came incarnate in order that He might
no umpire betwixt us."
share with redeemed men His own eternal
The second passage reveals God's hislife.
toric answer to man's ancient complaint,
an answer made not merely in word but
also in deed—the incarnation of God in
Christ, the eternal Son made flesh, clothed
Christmas Still Lives
in the likeness of men. No longer is it
valid for men to say of God, "He is not a
Clarence Hawkes
man," for that God who today sits -upon
(The Blind Poet of H&dley, Mass.)
the throne of the universe is also Man,
become so forever by the stupendous mirThere's a message, sweet and tender,
acle of the virgin birth.
Coming on the winter wind,
The third passage declares the crucial And it thrills us with its splendor,
Filling heart and filling mind.
importance of God's historic act at BethIt's the story of Christ lying
lehem. On this point there can be no talk
In a manger, long ago,
about mutual compromises, or about Though the race with hate seems dying,
Yet we cannot sin and sham,
sharing one another's viewpoints, or aLittle town of Bethlehem.
bout some common denominator of faith.
As to this great Christian fact, men are Mothers love it for the Reeling
either right or wrong, either saved or lost.
Of the babe upon their breast,
Christianity and the incarnation of God Fathers love it for the healing,
Giving, for life's turmoil, rest.
in Christ must stand or fall together.
Children love it for tfie picture
Of the mother and the child,
Why God Became Flesh
And the kneeling Magi's rapture,
And the cattle, wondering, mildi
Why did our Lord, the eternal Son,
Thus at Christmas, evermore,
empty Himself of His pre-existent glory
Christ comes knocking at our door.
and clothe Himself in human flesh and
form? Upon this question the Scriptures When the last brave page is written
And life's scroll is put away,
speak with no uncertain sound.
Conquerors will be forgotten,
In the first place we note that God beOnly good things live for aye.
came incarnate in Christ in order that He Then the church will raise its steeple
Where war's bastions darkly stood,
might die for sinners and thus save them
This their heritage of good.
from their sins.
Then will Christ and Christmas be
I begin here by laying down three
The hope of all humanity.
axiomatic propositions: First, the penalty
•—Selected,
Scriptures:

T
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Why must God's bestowal of spiritual
.life upon men need to wait for such a
metaphysical mystery as an incarnation by
virgin birth? The answer is clearly indicated in Scripture, especially in the Gospel of John.
In John .10:10,11 we read "I am come
that they might have life and that they
might have it more abundantly." There
is a vital connection of this verse with
the verse that follows. Let us look at
them together: "I am come that they
might have life," our Lord says. But how
is this life of God made accessible to sing e r s ? Here is the answer, "I am the good
• shepherd," He continues, "the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." The
divine Shepherd must first give His life
for the sheep in order that afterward He
may give His life to the sheep. No incarnation, no death upon the Cross; no
death, no atonement for sin; no atonement, no abundant life for sinners.
The second passage even more clearly
declares this connection. "I am the living
bread which came down from heaven: if
any man eat of this bread, he shall live
forever" (John 6 : 5 1 ). Only the Second
Person of the God-head is named the
Bread of Life. And even He is called the
Bread of Life only after He enters the
world by virgin birth. "And the bread
that I will give is my flesh, which I will
give for the life of the world." Here we
have the reason our Lord Jesus points to
Himself as the living Bread. Only an incarnate God could give His flesh in atoning death for the life of the world. No
incarnation, no death; no death, no, atonement; no atonement, no bread of life
for dying men.
God Experiencing

Humanity

In the third place observe that our Lard
became incarnate in order that He as God
might know human life from the inside
by personal
experience.
But why, it may be asked, did God need
the experience of human life? The first
reason is supplied by the writer of Hebrews: "Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his brethren"
(2:17,18). Here we have the assertion of
His human experience and its reality. Now
for its reason: "That he might be a merciful and faithful high priest . . . for in
that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor them that are
tempted." Have we suffered? He suffered, more than tongue can tell. Have we
been tempted? He was tempted, in all
points like as we are. Have we tasted the
bitterness of poverty? He had no where
to lay His blessed head. Have we felt the
lash of slander? He could say, "Reproach
hath broken my heart." Have we known
the heartbreak of friends proved false?
(Continued on page 415)
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THE FULNESS OF THE TIME

greater medium for the expression of .human thought has ever been devised than
this. When our Lord came in the fullness
J. H. Hunter
of the time it was the universal tongue
and the great medium for the dissemina''When the fulness of the time was come marched on to their predetermined end.
tion of the new Gospel. Thus we see the
God sent forth His Son, made of a WoWe have mentioned the despair that was preparation that went on through millenman"—Gal. 4:4.
in the world when our Lord was born, niums of time to create the conditions
the utter helplessness that made it, one necessary for the advent of the Saviour.
ONSIDER history," Thomas Carlyle might say, necessary that God should inInto the world of sin and of woe Christ
wrote, "with the beginnings of it tervene on behalf of mankind. There are came as none ever had come before or afstretching dimly into the remote time, other facts that indicate it to have been ter Him. A miraculous life followed a
emerging darkly out of the mysterious the fullness of the time. A universal em- miraculous birth, a miraculous death suceternity, the true epic poem arid universal pire held sway over all the known world. ceeded that life when its work was finishDivine Scripture." A modern writer has Roman rule was everywhere, and all were ed, and a miraculous resurrection crowned
expresed the same thought as Carlyle citizens of that common state. "Under all and completed what was begun in the
when he said that history was simply His Rome's rule, says Dr. Jackson, in his ages of the eternal past and made maniStory. Tennyson writes that "through the "Early Church History", "men began to fest in time and in our human life at Bethages one increasing purpose runs". What- move freely from place to place, and the lehem.
ever may have been in Tennyson's mind Christian preacher went from town to
As it was in the fullness of the time that
it is certain that all past ages from the town. Good roads stretched from Rome to He came at His first advent, it will be
the
distant
parts
of
the
Empire.
Travel
was
days of Adam pointed forward with inthe fullness of the time when He returns.
creasing clearness to Someone Who would thus easy, and the fear of Rome made it Many Bible students have pointed out that
comparatively
safe.
The
world
was
thus
be the central figure of all history, Who
the world today is in a strikingly analagwould lead the world from darkness to laid open to the new message of God's re- ous state to what it was at the birth of
light, and bring peace and blessing to the deeming love.
the Saviour. A settled despair and pessiPerhaps the greatest factor to faciliate
troubled and sin-cursed world. And in the
mism is manifested everywhere. Distress
fullness of the time the subject of the long the spread of the new message was the of nations with perplexity. A casting ayearning, the desire and expectation of prevalence of the Greek language. , No way of moral restraints, and a revival of
men came.
y ^ ? ^g-? ^ g > T ^ * ^C? ^£r& - ^ - J ^ ~ ? ^ g . ^p *£xr? J& j ^ ^ ^ ^ > 5 ^
pagan cults and religions. History, we are
told, repeats itself, but it can never repeat itself in the same way. The world
Earth for him had groaned and travailed
The Shining Of The Stars
can never be the same as it was before
Since the ages first began,
Annie Johnson Flint
Christ came. Today His sweet message
For in-Mim was hid the secret
That through all the ages ran,
When the evils of the earth were greatest goes out in many tongues and to many nations until the fullness of the time shall
Son of Mary, Son of David,
The Christ-child came from
afar;
Son of God and Son of Man.
When the night of the world was darkest dawn again and He shall come Whose
right it is to reign.
Shone forth the Bethlehem
Star:
Glory
and
peace
was
iti
message,
But for each individual all the purpose
In the fullness of the time Christ came.
Love and good will to men—
of the Incarnation of our Lord is for
Cod is never too soon, and He is never
naught unless He is born in you and me.
too late. "Every successive peal of 'the A peace beyond their making,
A love beyond their ken.
There is a fullness of time for every husilver bell of history'," as someone has
man soul, when Christ stands at the door
written, "announced the advancing steps
of our heart and knocks and seeks admitof God, Who was to be manifest in the Long has the vexed world waited
The peace that He came to bring;
tance. "Admit Him, for the human breast,
. flesh". Prophets'and seers looking down
peoples
ne'er entertained so kind a guest." Will
the long corridors of Time announced the Long have the turbulent
you not do it now? and say to Him, "Be
Looked on a righteous king;
advent of the Coming One. And at last,
borri in me, dear Lord, be born in me,
Long lias His sad creation
in Cod's own time, He came. He came at
that I may indeed be born again."
Waited redemptions
word;
the time, and He came to the place-propheservants
sied, a Branch cast into the darkened Long have His faithful
—Evangelical Christian.
stream of human life to sweeten its waWatched for their absent Lard.
ters, an apparently helpless Babe born in
A Really "Big" Man Wanted
the little town of Bethlehem, who was to Long—but the time draws nearer,
lift empires off their hinges and change
The Bridegroom comes from afar;
Christian Reader's Digest tells about a
the course of human history. In the full- When the night, of the age' is darkest
western rancher who once asked the
ness of the time He came.
We shall see the Morning Star.
advice of another in securing a pastor for
Secular history tells us that it was at a Evil is growing stronger
his church. Said the adviser, "How big
And hearts are sick with fear;
crucial time that Christ came. It was a
a man do you w a n t ?" "Well," said the
brighter
time of pessimism and despair. Darkness But our hope is growing
rancher, "we want a man who is big
For
we
know
that
the
hour
is near.
covered the minds of men and gross darkenough that when he is on his knees, he
ness the people. All the philosophies of
can reach up to heaven."
Greece could not satisfy the craving in Faint in the dark skies gleaming—
Faint on the roaring seas,
the heart of man; pagan deities were no
Of all the world of mothers,
longer believed in, and a . hopeless des- But it heralds the dawn of glory
To think God gave me yoi
And it hastens the day of peace—
pair had settled over all. The world was
So loving, kind and
thoughtful,
ready and ripe for a universal religion The glory, the peace He is bringing—
So good, so dear, so true.
The King who comes from afar;
and apparently brought about the condiAnd every day this is my prayer—
tion, but behind it all and within the And to Him who overcometh
God keep you safe and free from care.
He will give the Morning Star.
shadow of history stood God, and events
—Scrap Book.
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Mtshabezl Mission, P. B. 102M, Bulawayo.
So. Rhodesia, S. Africa.
Macha Mission: Elder and Mrs. Elmer G. E y e r ,
Miss Anna Engle, Miss Edna Lehman, Macha
Mission. Choma. Northern Rhodesia, S. Africa.
Sikalongo Mission: Elder and Mrs. R. H. Mann,
Miss Anna M. Eyster, Miss Elizabeth Engle.
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Elder and Mrs. D. B. Hall, Abilene, Kansas.
Verda Moyer. 41 Hillside Ave., Souderton. lJa.
Elder and Mrs. G. E. Paulus, Grantham, Pa.
Miss Effie Rohrer, Ludlow Falls. Ohio.
Elder and Mrs. L. B. Steckley. 105 N. W. St.,
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Anna M, Steckley, Gormley, Ontario, Canada.
. Annie E. Winger, Tillsonburg, Ont., Can.
Anna Wolgemuth. Lawn. Pa.
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Herman G. and Laura Miller.
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley St., Buffalo 13, N.
T., Arthur and Wllma Musser.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halsted St., Chicago 21,
111., Sarah Bert, Supt. Emeritus; C. J. Carlson, Supt. and Pastor, Avis Carlson, Harriet
Gough, Alice K. Albright, Erma Z. Hare.
Dayton Mission, 601 Taylor St., Dayton. Ohio.
W. H. and Susie Boyer. Eva Dick. Angelina
Cox.
"God's l o v e Mission," 1524 Third Ave., Detroit
8, Mich., William Lewis, Supt., Janna Goins,
Asst. Supt., Leora Kanode, Edith Toder.
Home Address: 2033 Hazel St.
Messiah t i g h t House Chapel, 1175 Bailey St.,
Harrisburg, Pa., Joel and Faithe Carlson.
Anna E. Wolgemuth, Anna Mary Royer, Ruth
Hammond, Phone: 26488.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. 2nd St., Philadelphia 40, Pa., Wm. and Anna Rosenberry,
Mary Winger, Sara Brubaker.
Lrfe l i n e Gospel Mission, 224 Sixth St., San
Francisco 3, Calif., H. W. and Katie Buckwaiter, Lula Asper.
Home Address: 311 Scott St., Zone 17.
Welland Mission: 36 Elizabeth Street. Wetland
Ont., Can., Tel. 3192. Myrtle Steckley, Ruth
Steckley.

Rural Missions
Canoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Pa.. R. .2.
Arthur and Anna Grove.
Gladwin, Michigan:
Mt. Carmel, Charles and Myrtle Nye, Goldie
Green, Docia Calhoun.
Houghton Mission. Tillsonburg. Ont. Can.
R. D„ Ellwood C. and Ethel Flewelling.
Kentucky, Albert H. Engle. Supt.
Harold Wolgemuth, Asst. Supt.
Pairview, Ella. Ky.. Warren and Anna Mae
Sherman, Esther Ebersole.
Garlin, Harold and Alice Wolgemuth, Imogene Snider, Gladys Kraybill.
Home Evangel, Knifiey, Ky., David and
Faithe Musser, Ruby Clapper,
Beulah
Arnold, Community Nurse.
North Star Mission, Meath Park Station
Sask., Can.,- Lewis and Gladys Sider, Pearl
Jones.
Stowe Mission, Stowe. Pa.. John A. and Emma
L. Climenhaga, Ruth Keller.
Virginia Mission, Allisonia, V a , Leroy and
Vida Toder, Esther Greenawalt, Edith
Davidson.

Institutions
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg,
Pa.. Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser. Steward
and Matron.
Messiah Orphanage, Florin, Pa,, Bro. Clarence
W. Herr, Steward, and Sr. Susan Herr
Matron.
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Mt. Carmel Orphanage, Coleta, Illionis, Supt.
and Matron Bro. and Sr. Paul Book.
B-julah College, Upland. California.
.Tabbok Bible School, Thomas, Oklahoma.
Messiah Bible College, Grantham, Pa.
Ontario Bible College. Fort Erie North, Ont.

Special

Notice

W h e n r e m i t t i n g f o r subscriptions to t h e
Visitor or t h e S u n d a y School p a p e r s , for
t r a c t s , a n d Sunda y School supplies, please
m a k e your checks a n d money orders payable to t h e E. V. P u b l i s h i ng House r a t h e r
t h a n to individuals. This will simplify
m a t t e r s for us h e r e . T h a n k you.

Evangelistic Slate
R. I. WITTER
Chicago MCC. Conference
Dec. 27-29
Fairview, Ohio
Dec. 31-Jan. 21
Dayton Mission
Ian. 22-Feb. 11
EDWARD GILMORE
Air Hill
Jan. 28
Houghton Mission
:
February
Locke, Indiana
March 11
A. H. ROSENBERGER
Hahnstown, Pa.—December.
MARSHALL WINGER, Ontario, Canada
Garrett, Indiana
Jan. 7, 1945
Granville, Pa
Feb. 4, 1945
Garlin, Kentucky (two
meetings))
March 4 to April 15, 1945
HENRY A. GINDER
(•'airland, Pa
Dec. 10-24
Five Forks, Pa
Jan. 21-Feb. 4
Springvale. Ont
Feb. 11-25
Elizabethtown, Pa
Mar. 11-25
CHARLIE B. BYERS
Montgomery, Pa.
Jan. 8-21
Waterloo, Can
• Feb. 25-Mar. 18
JOEL E. C A R L S O N
Ontario Bible School
March
CHARLES W. R I P E
Gladwin, Michigan
Dec. 31-Jan. 14
Clarence Center, N. T
March
HENRY N. HOSTETTER
Ringgold District—Two weeks in Jan, or
Feb.
ARTHUR CLIMENHAGA
Pequea
Dec. 3 to 17
C. N. HOSTETTER, J R .
Martinsburg, Penna
Dec. 3-17
CPS # 8 5 Howard, R. I
Dec. 17-24
and -•:••Jan. 1-7
Cheapside, Ont
Jan. 14-28

LOVE FEAST
God's Love Mission, Detroit

Ian. 7

CORRECTION
In the Waynesboro Report published in
the last issue of the Visitor the evangelist
was reported as . Robert I. Gossert. It
should have been Robert I. Gossard.
•
I *»m I i
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
As a successor to the late Elder Abner
Martin who served as treasurer of the Home
Mission Board, Elder Albert Engle. Grantham.
Pennsylvania, has been designated as acting
treasurer for the remainder of this Conference year. All offerings for the Home Mission
Fund should be forwarded to him at the above
address.
Signed.
HOME MISSION BOARD,
Wilbur Snider, Chairman,
C. N. Hostetter, Jr., Secretary.
GENERAL CONFERENCE LIBRARY
IS COMPLETED
The last copy of the 1912 General Conference
Minutes has arrived. This completes the General Conference Library in so far as the collecting of General Conference Minutes and
Handbooks of Missions is concerned.
A generous thank you is extended to all
who so liberally sent in the respective copies
needed to accomplish this great work.
Appreciatively,
Henry G. Brubaker, General Conference
Secretary.

^1

December 18,' 1944

EVANGELICAL

VISI'.'OR

News of Church Activity
Canada
NOTTAWA DISTRICT, Ontario—was
privileged to have Revival Services from
Oct. 29 thru Nov. 20, with Eld. Wm. Lewis,
Upland, California, as evangelist.
The weather was ideal, and the attendance splendid. The Holy Spirit's presence
was manifested in deep conviction on
some, and blessings to others.
Many believers were deepened in their
experiences, while two young people and
one elderly lady sought the Lord for salvation.
The Bible Conference on Nov. 5-6 was a
profitable time spent in the Lord. Eld.
Luke Keefer, Mi.llersburg, Penna. and Eld.
Wm. Lewis brought many Spirit directed
messages. Sr. Anna Steckley related experiences in India: and Rev. G. W. Sach,
Moravian Missionary to Labrador, interested us in his work among the Eskimos.
The Henderson Trio, Gormley, Ont.,~
sang several appropriate songs.
Visiting friends from many of the Canadian congregations were made a great
blessing to the Conference.
Cor.
ROSEBANK, ONTARIO
Baptismal Service—On Sept. 4, three
ypung girls followed
the Lord
in
baptism. Bish. E. J. Swalm, our overseer,
was in charge. May the Lord bless their
-young lives and lead them out- into paths
of service.
Lovefeast—On
Oct. 14, we met for
our fall Love Feast. We had a record attendance of brethren and sisters from other districts. Our four Canadian Bishops
were all present as well as several other
ministers. We surely enjoyed the Spirit's
presence in our midst.
Bible
Conference—On
Sunday, October 15 with a full house, good interest,
-and God's presence. Brethren Riall D.
Stump, E. G. Bessert, E. J. Swalm, L.
Shoalts served on our program bringing
us forceful and Spirit filled messages.

California
UPLAND—"O magnify the Lord with
me and let us exalt His Name together"
Psa. 34:3. The Lord has been gracious unto us, visiting His people with precious
manifestations of His love and power during our revival which began Oct. 1st and
continued for three weeks. Eld. Wm.
Lewis, of Detroit, Mich, ministered to us,
giving heart searching Gospel messages
as the Spirit led. It was a time of feasting and refreshing for the saints. A
mighty spirit of prayer was laid upon
them in the pre-service prayer groups of
Beulah College students and older members. God answered many prayers at B. C.
Chapel and in the evening church services,
convicting, saving and sanctifying as
souls earnestly sought ' God and yielded
their wills to Him. The Holy Spirit still
witnesses and pours in the glory when
souls walk in faithful obedience to His
will.
The evenings of Nov. 1st and 2nd were
devoted to. preparatory and communion
services, both of which were times of
solemn heart searching and sweet fellowship in the Lord. Thursday evening a
large assembly participated in commemorating our Saviour's suffering and death
on Calvary, our minds looking forward
with joy to the day when He shall come
and claim His own. In this service we appreciated the ministry of Bro. 0. B. Herr
from Ohio, who with Sr. Herr is spending
the winter among us.
On Sunday Nov. 5 six souls united with
the church and were baptized by our
Pastor, Bro. Heisey, following which Bro.
Elam Dohner administered the rite of
baptism to three ladies and one young man
from Sunnymeade. May God abundantly
bless each one who thus signified their
death to the old life of sin and resurrection
to a new life in Christ Jesus.
—E. M. H., Cor.

Pennsylvania
JOINT BIBLE CONFERENCE

The fourth joint Bible Conference was
held in Mummert's Church, Uprjer ConeMARKHAM—Our
fall
revival
be- wago District of the Church of the Brethgan
on November
12th with
Eld. ren^ Mennonites and Brethren in Christ.
Graybill Wolgemuth as Evangelist. Nov. Great numbers from other churches also
12th and 13th being our Bible Conference. attended but did not actively participate
Other guest speakers were Eld. Paul Nigh, in the program.
The speakers were Elder Ruel B. PritBish. L. Shoalts, Eld. Wm. Lewis, Sr.
Anna Steckley and Mr. C. Rumball of the chett from White Pines, Tenn.; Bishop E.
Upper Canada Bible Society. This was a J. Swalm from Duntroon, Ontario; Bishop
time of Spiritual uplift and was a good C. F. Derstine from Kitchener, Ontario;
Elder D. I. Pepple from Woodbury, Pennstart for a revival.
Bro. Wolgemuth gave us very timely sylvania; and Elder Jesse W. Hoover from
messages, and a number who felt their Nappanee, Indiana. The host to the conneed knelt at the altar and sought God.. ference was Bishop J. Monroe Danner.
The Spirit of the Lord was manifest
Some were children, the youngest being
six years. May each one go all the way throughout the four day conference. There
was a good attendance, especially after
with God.
On Sunday December 3, three were re- the first day. Most nights the large church
was filled, and over the week-end it was
ceived into church fellowship.
crowded to capacity. The interest was exMay the Lord richly reward our Bro. cellent continuing throughout the extendfor his labor of Love amongst us.
ed and intensive sessions. With two
The church received new zeal which was speakers on the evening programs, the
graciously manifest in our Wednesday services usually continued from two and
one half to three hours. But the attenevening prayer-meeting.
tion did not wane, but rather increased to
Cor. L. W. S.
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the climaxing Sunday night service.
The three plain, non-resistant, distinctive Churches chiefly interested received
a new impetus to maintain their witness
and hold fast their faith without wavering. And we believe that others from outside received definite impressions and convictions from this united presentation of
practical Christian truth.
One of the most noteworthy and encouraging aspects of the conference was
the interest, of the young people. A good
proportion of the audiences, especially,
each evening, were youth from our plain
churches. With them rests the responsibility for maintaining the distinctive doctrines which have been our heritage. We
trust that they received new strength and
co*urage to bear the torch of truth for our
Lord Jesus Christ. Only eternity will reveal the results.

Ohio
CHESTNUT GROVE—Hearts were blessed and others were convicted of sin while
listening to the earnest, truth-filled messages of Bro. Elwood Fiewelling from
Tillsonburg, Ontario, Canada, as he presented the Word to us from night to night
during our recent Fall revival campaign.
We would liked to have seen greater results, but we rejoice that several
sought God at the altar and received definite help, while a number of others expressed a need and a concern for their
soul's welfare by an upraised hand.
We indeed appreciated Bro. Flewelling's
ministry among us, and the burden which
he carried for souls. May God reward him
for his faithfulness. Outstanding among'
his messages were: "The Lost Christ",
"Spiritual
Vitamins", "Death on the
Cross", "Power of the Spirit-filled Life",
one on Hell and another in which he described the beauties of the Celestial City.
Our Love Feast was held the Saturday
preceding the revival and was a splendid
means of knitting us together for the
work to follow.
Also this fall we greatly enjoyed a mis-'
sionary service, when Sr. Charles Engle
spoke to us of experiences and conditions
in India. She spoke, too, in the S. S. while
dressed in her native costume. This was
very interesting to the children.
In October Bro. and Sr. Arthur Climenhaga gave us their farewell messages.
This is Sr. Climenhaga's home district and
a number of her friends and relatives were
present for this service. We pray God's
blessing upon them as they go forth to labor for the Master.
For some time we have been interested
in a village a few miles from here where
there was no religious service of any kind,
and where there were numbers of children
who were receiving no religious instruction. Some of the homes were visited to
find out their attitude toward a S. S. Many
of them were interested, so we secured the
school house for this purpose and for the
months of Sept. and Oct. and the first two
weeks of Nov., we held S. S. every Sunday
afternoon. The children enjoyed the singing led by Sr. Leah. Dohner and the felt-ogram talks given by Sr. Ida Davis. After
four or five Sundays we organized classes
—having three classes for children and one
for the adults. At first it was well-attended but soon interest began to lag. With
such a small band of workers we felt that
(Continued on next page)

408

(8)

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR

IN M E M O R I A M
MARTIN—Eld. Abner Martin was born
January 26, 1875 near Falmouth, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and departed
this life November 19, 1944 at the age oc
69 years, 9 months and 24 days. He became ill on November 6 but his condition
did not develop as serious until about one
week before his death. He was admitted
to the St. Joseph's Hospital, Lancaster,
on the Friday preceding his death on Sunday. He suffered from leucocythemia (an
excess amount of white corpuscles).
On October 24, 1898, Bro. Martin was
united in marriage with, Fannie Zercher,
who survives. To this union were born
four children: Ira Z., who preceded him
in death; Elizabeth, wife of Jacob Wolgemuth, Elizabeth town; Jacob Z., Elizabethtown; and John Z., Mount Joy. Other survivors are a foster daughter, Florence
Smith, wife of Eld. Avery Musser, Shippensburg, Pa., nine grand-children, and
three sisters and a brother: Mrs. Amanda
Gish, Florin, Lizzie, wife of Elmer Engle,
Rheems, Fannie, wife of Henry Burkholder, Elizabethtown and Abram H.,
Marietta.
Bro. Martin spent practically his entire
life in and around the vicinity of Conoy
and West Donegal Townships. His early
life was spent on the farm, at which time
also he attended country school. As well,
he had the opportunity of studying in other lines of vocational success in this particular field.
When he was 11 years of age he made a
start in the service of the Lord. However, it was not until about nine years
Jater that he made a full surrender and
consecrated his life to- God. In the year
1897 he united with the Brethren in Christ
Church. In the fall of 1905, at the age of
30, the Church called him to the ministry.
Six weeks later he conducted his first Revival Meeting at the Philadelphia Mission,
and from the occasion of that first meeting until the time of his death he was
constantly used as an Evangelist. He gave
39 years to this work and had a full schedule for this winter. He conducted approximately 200 revival and tent campaigns in
the various Brethren in Christ churches
throughout the United States and Canada.
His passion for souls and his message of
the love of Christ had a convincing effect
on many, and through his ministry hundreds have found Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior.
In the year 1922 he was called to serve
as a member of the Home Mission Board,
at which time he was also elected Treasurer. He filled this office very capably
until the time of his death. His interest
in this particular work brought him in intimate contact with every mission station
and he was a friend to all Home Mission
workers.
He served also as a member on the
United Zion Children's Merger Committee,
with which he was associated at the time
of his death.
Bro. Martin's ministry in the District of
which he was a part has always been appreciated. The tender manner in which he
presented the message of the Gospel will
linger in the hearts and minds of his listeners. He carried a vital concern for the
spiritual welfare of the Church and for
the true interpretation of the Brethren in
Christ doctrine.
Bro. Martin's kind-heartedness in shar-

ing material blessings to friends far and
near will linger as cherished memories to
many. As our brother's earthly task is
finished the sincere prayer of the family
is that God will lay upon someone the
mantle _ of responsibility, for God must
bury His workmen but the work must go
on.
A brief service at the home was conducted by Eld. Walter L. Reighard at
9:30, Wednesday morning, November 22,
and the funeral service was held at the
Brethren in Christ Church, Elizabethtown,
Pa. at 10:00 A.M., with Eld. P. W. McBeth
in charge. The funeral message was delivered by Bishop C. N. Hostetter, ir.,
Secretary of the Home Mission Board,
with whom Bro. Martin was closely associated in their work for about twenty years.
He used as his text: "there is a prince
and a great man fallen this day in Israel"
from II Sam. 3:38. Friends from nearby
and from great distances including Home
Mission workers from various points in
Pennsylvania, were present; also, about
fifty-five ministers. The church was filled to capacity and through the use of an
amplifying system about 300 were accommodated in the basement.
Interment was in the Conoy cemetery.

The Redeemed In Glory
From

North
West,

and South, a|nd East

and

They Come!
The sorely tried, the much oppressed,
Their Faith and Love to manifest,
They Come!
They come to tell of work well done,
They come to tell of kingdoms won,
To worship at the Great White Throne,
They Come!
In a noble consecration,
With a sound of jubilation,
They come!
They come!
Article of Respect and Sympathy
We bow in submission to the will of our
gracious Heavenly Father who permitted
the passing from this life of our beloved
co-worker and faithful minister in Christ,
Elder Abner Martin. The vacancy he
leaves will be difficult to fill.
For more than tweny-two years he has
faithfully served his Lord and the church
in this capacity. As treasurer he has
served as custodian of large sums of money. He has pioneered in preaching in new
fields, helped organize new congregations,
build and provide new churches, mission
halls and parsonages. He has labored in
counsel and conference both publicly and
from house to house.
In this service to the misions as a coworker on the Board, his tender, affectionate, sympathetic spirit endeared him to
the hearts of those who made contact with
him. In genuine unselfish interest in others he led the way among his brethren.
His gentle spirit was "easy to be entreated" and none was more ready than he to
acknowledge his mistakes and ask forgiveness even though others were chiefly at
fault.
The influence of his service will live.
"He being dead, yet speaketh." Truly "a
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prince and a great man" has fallen in Israel.
To his family we extend our sympathy
and pray that you will find comfort in
trusting the Christ whom he so faithfully
served.
THE HOME MISSION BOARD
Wilbur Snider
Alvin C. Burkholder
Albert C. Engle
John A. Nigh
Carl G. Stump
C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
M. G. Engle (Honorary)

At Beulah College
Memorial Service for Eld. Abner Martin
A very impressive service, in memory
oi the late Eld. Abner Martin, was held in
the Beulah College Auditorium, Wednesday morning, December 6.
Bro. Alvin C. Burkholder led in an opening prayer, after which Bro. Henry G
Brubaker, representing the Church at
large, gave fitting expressions of tribute
to our departed brother. "It seemed," said
Bro Brubaker, "as though the divine love
of God just beamed from his eyes." References were made to his stateliness of bearing, his sound judgment, his youthful
spirit, his encouraging outlook. Bro. Brubaker's concluding wish was that he might
pattern his own life after that of Bro.
Martin.
As a representative of the Home Mission Board, Bro. Alvin C. Burkholder then
told of his associations with Bro. Martin.
He felt that he could sum up Bro. Martin
in one word: "beloved." He told of Bro.
Martin's ventures in new fields where our
people were not known, and always he won
his way by his gracious personality. Frequently, when difficulties arose, Bro.
Martin served as a peacemaker, "He was
able to cement and bring people together."
The Home Mission Board has suffered a
great loss, and the place is going to be
difficult to fill.
President Lady, who was permitted to
attend Bro. Martin's funeral, shared with
us some of the thought of that sacred occasion. It was not like a funeral. It seemed more like sitting together in Heavenly
places because of the fragrance which was
present. President Lady, in speaking of
evangelistic services which Bro. Martin
was slated to fill this year, said: "he died
in the harness, right at the front, on fire
for God."
In conclusion the audience joined in
singing: "Faith of Our Fathers".
—Mrs. Henry G. Brubaker, Cor.
CHESTNUT GROVE
(Continued)
we could not continue through the winter
months unless more attended. Again a
number of homes were visited and most of
them said it would suit them to come to
S. S. in the morning-rather than in the
afternoon. So now we are providing transportation for those who want to attend our
S. S. at Chestnut Grove. Worthy of mention is one mother who with five of her
children has attended every Sunday. We
are glad to get these children under the
influence of the Gospel and we' pray that
this seed sown may bring forth fruit.
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CHICAGO MISSION—The four months
since our last report have gone by rapidly.
ANNIVERSARY services observing the
50th year of the founding of the Mission
were held the week end of August 6th.
A detailed account of same was published
in the Visitor of November 20th.
VISITORS. On July 30th, Bro. & Sr.
Amos Ginder and party of students from
Goshen College spoke for us. It was interesting to hear their experiences in the
Virginia Mission field, as well as their
call to the Foreign field. Mrs. Chas. Engle
of India, also Miss Anna Steckley spoke
for us one Sunday. Dean A. W. Climenhaga of Grantham, Pa. spoke one Sunday
morning. Among other visitors were Bro.
Harry Brubaker, Pa., Marshall Winger,
Graybill Wolgemuth, Mary Wenger of
Philadelphia, Pa., and Mrs. Wm. Hoke of
California. Miss Ruth Franklin of California spent the summer with us. Since
her return to California she has been
married to one of our Chicago boys, Wm.
Georgeades, now a student at Beulah College. They and other young people were
very helpful in the services this summer,
of whom we would mention especially Elbert Smith who missed only one open air
service during the season. These young
people put to practical use this summer
what they had studied in our church
schools during the winter. Mrs. Irene
Hanley, converted Jewess, was a real
blessing in one service on August 20th.
Robert Smith of Grantham, is-serving in
a C.P.S. Unit in a Chicago Hospital. We
appreciate his faithfulness and inspiration
in our services.
REDECORATING during the past quater, the five Sunday School rooms were redecorated and repainted. This had not
been done for 20 years and is now very attractive for the children.
MALE GUARTETTE from Grantham
sang at all services on August 20th with
President Hostetter giving the messages.
The Quartette gave a full program on the
Tuesday night following.
MIDWEEK BIBLE SCHOOL was resumed in October. A recent letter from a
young man stated he had fine memories
of these classes which he attended as a
boy. In writing of his new-born daughter
he wished he had twelve children so he
could send them to the Mission as his
parents had sent him. A letter came from
one of our Mission boys, now a Pastor in
Iowa, who had attended our midweek
school. Tho a graduate from a seminary,
he said 90% of his Bible knowledge had
been acquired at these midweek classes.
HOMECOMING DAy services were held
October 8th, with several of our teachers
as speakers during a unified service.
REVIVAL MEETINGS were held beginning November 12th, Bro. Henry Ginder
as Evangelist. Attendance was good from
the opening night, with special pre-sermon talks to children. Our Brother's ministry, his special talks to young people
and messages on the "Home" were greatly
appreciated. A number sought God at the
altar, some for the first time. We believe
much permanent good will result form this
meeting. Bro. Jesse Lady of California
was the speaker at the services the closing Sunday.
LOVE FEAST services were held on
Thanksgiving. In addition to the ministry
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of Bro. Ginder, Bish. Carl G. Stump and did so as they testified, and it was so inBro. Menno Richer of Michigan assisted'. teresting that he suggested that we keep
About fifteen persons from Garrett, and^ a record of some of the thoughts that were
Nappanee, Indiana churches attended. The given.
Spirit of the Lord was in our midst. SevA faithful child of God who has lost
eral took part in the love feast for the two young sons and gone through trials
first time. Everyone seemed to enjoy the of severe illness was one of the first to
cafeteria meals served in the second flo.or speak. She said, "One thing I'm looking
parlors, especially the chicken sent by the forward to in heaven is my children. I befriends in Indiana. We hereby express our lieve they will be there." Her voice broke
thanks to each and every one at Garrett, as she said, "I'll see a little face I was
Nappanee and. New Paris, Ind., who never permitted to see here on earth." Her
shared in sending provisions, vegetables husband spoke. He testified of believing
in heaven as a place more wonderful even
and poultry.
than the Bible tells. 'The half has never
CONVERTED GANGSTER. It was our yet been told.' "
privilege during our recent meetings to
A hardworking mother with sole responnave a notorious gangster, who had been
wonderfully saved about five years ago, sibility of a family rose and said in her
give his experience. George Mensig, by • , low voice, "When I think of heaven I think
name, gave some of the sordid details of of a place where there will be no work to
his life of crime, but instead of playing up do." Her hands are toilworn and she said,
the sensational part, emphasized the sav- "I think of sitting and resting under the
ing power of the gospel of Christ, result- evergreen tree."
A fourteen year old boy tried to tell of
ing in a touching altar call.
We thank all for their interest and pray- his fear of criminals and how he would
ers for His work, that we may be faithful to feel safe in heaven, and how he would be
glad that there would be no warfare there,
Him in service here.
also that the devil wouldn't be there.
In His love and service,
A young man, saved after reaching
Carl J. Carlson & workers.
adulthood, said enthusiastically that when
he gets to heaven he wants to "shake
FINANCIAL REPORT OP THE CHICAGO
hands with Brother Paul", the Apostle. He
MISSION
General Pund for three months ending Sept. is a farmer and perhaps memories of
30th, 1944
fighting the elements and ice and mud to
Receipts
care for livestock prompted him to say
Balance forwarded, $89.29.
July, Mary Bohen, Calif., $5.; D. Climenhaga, he would be glad that there would be no
Calif., $2.; I. Kujawa, Chgo., $3.; Eva Funk, Iowa winters there. His wife said she
Pa., $2.; Rosa Kaser, Pa., $1.; Special for wanted to see Jesus. Reverently she said,
lights, Chicago, $10.; Doris Engle, Calif., $1.;
Jacob Meyers, Pa., $5., Goshen, Ind., friends, "I think I'll feel His nail scars when I
shake His hand."
$4.;. Helen Bowers, Pa., $1.
August, E. Deter, Morrison, 111., $2.; Sr. E.
A child who had known poverty, an earnFreed, $4.; Chicago sister, $3.50; A. S. Kreider,
Shannon, 111., $5.
est little Christian, looked forward to a
September. In His Name, Calif., $5.; Roy golden harp and golden streets. A little
Hare, Mechanicsburg, Pa., $5.; In His Name,
Special for lights, Chicago., $10.; Ruth Frank- girl who used to lay awake at night
lin, Upland, Calif. Board, $58.; S. E. Offer- worrying about Eternity, had recently
ings, $25.93.
found the Lord and she testified happily,
Total
$246.71 "I know I'm going there."
Expenses
Provisions, $98.07, Vegetables & fruit, $33.45,
The mother of a large family looked forAnniversary expense, miscl. $18.89, Gas $6.55, ward to no partings and no suffering. Her
Electricity $19.38.
Total
$176.34 husband said, "I love music. I'm looking
Balance
70.37 forward to hearing beautiful music and
Puel & Repair Pund, for six months ending' perfect harmony in heaven, though we may
Sept. 30th, 1944
not be able to do so well here." Another
Receipts
Balance forwarded $38.30; R. Wingerd, Pasa- brother spoke of the music. Slowly he
dena, Calif., $10.; Sr. Stevenson, Chicago, $10; said, "I know there is music in heaven beEsther Bert, Newburg, Pa., $10; Wm. Stevenson, Chicago, $10.; Chapel offerings & tith- cause—I heard it once." He also mentioning, $209.79.
ed a different phase, the beautiful colored
Total
$288.09 stones of heaven.
Expenses
A little five-year-old girl who testifies
Plumbing,
$30.09; Refrigerator
Repairs,
$15.85; .Labor and paint for porches and regularly said timidly, "I want to see Jefences, $103.86; Lumber, cement, miscl. re- sus in hepven." A young schoolgirl lookpairs, $44.41; Fuel. $67.63.
Total
$261.84 ed forward to having all saved companions
Balance
26.25 in heaven and a high school girl added
Donations sent in August during' the anniver- that she would also be glad to be out of»
sary week. Poultry, Harry Hock & friends
from Dallas Center, la. Eggs from "one an atmosphere where war was making so
family", of the Zion Church, Kansas. Pro- many demands.
visions, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Collins, Nappanee.
A young woman who had been orphaned
Indiana.
Vegetables & Provisions from Bro. & Sr. a few years ago and had accordingly gone
Joshua Stump, Mt. Carmel Home, Paul Book's through hard trials, wanted to meet Job
and Albert Cober's, Allen Longanecker of in heaven. She also looked forward to havMorison, Illinois.
We wish also to acknowledge provisions and ing "everything there that we don't have
poultry and eggs sent in for Thanksgiving here."
love feast from friends at Goshen, Nappanee,
One lady looked forward to seeing in
New Paris and Garrett, Ind. churches. Box
of clothing sent in from sewing circle at Gar- heaven, her mother who was killed in an
rett, Ind. God bless each donor.
auto wreck. She said she would be glad not
Lovingly & Gratefully acknowledged,
to have to work, either. A hardworking
Carl J. Carlson.
farmer humanly thought of heaven as being free from such things as alarm clocks
DALLAS CENTER—Recently in a Sun- and cockleburrs to be pulled in the
day evening service, our minds were turn- heat of Iowa summers. And last, one saint
ed toward thoughts of heaven, inspired by with a heart of thankfulness said that
singing "The Home Over There". Our when she got to heaven she wanted to see
pastor, who led the testimony service, sug- Jesus, to see Him even more than her dead
gested that we each tell our personal ideas mother and brothers.
of what heaven will be like. Almost all
—Lois and Bonnie Raser. >
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MY FIRST THANKSGIVING AT THE
LIFE LINE GOSPEL MISSION

During the street meeting, one man
knelt on the side walk and wanted us to
pray for him. His plea was, "Can you
help me? I am an awful sinner; I have
spent twenty years in San Quentin." Brother Buckwalter took him to the Mission
where he and Brother Bingham prayed
with him.
The blessing of the Lord was keenly
felt during the service in the hall. When
the service drew to a close, everybody felt
refreshed and blessed over the activities
of the day.
On their way home that night, Florence
treated the workers to pie and coffee. Thus
"concluded my first Thanksgiving Day at
the Life Line Gospel Mission.
—San Francisco, Calif.
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Lu/a G. Asper

I

T was my first Thanksgiving Day away
from home and I never dreamed that
anyone could have such a nice time away
from the home folks.
Thanksgiving Day is a big event at
your Mission in San Francisco. Weeks
before the eventful day, different ones
gave donations toward the Thanksgiving
dinner.
People started arriving at the Mission
Home at about eleven o'clock. All the
regular attendants who are Christians were
invited. Several could not be there. Now,
would you like to be introduced to the
party ? They are an interesting group:
Brother and Sister Bingham, our co-workers from Oakland who attend the Mission
frequently. Brother Bingham preaches biweekly. And Sister Bingham gives inspiring testimonies. They are people of wealth
yet they carry a passion for lost souls.
Sister Bingham's motherly manner holds
the respect and confidence of the Mission
family.
Brother Basich who has been a member
of the Church here for about thirty years.
When he is physically able, you will find
. himMn the service faithful in testimony,
prayer, and in tract distribution. Often
he stands at the door and invites people
into the hall.
Brother Luderin who has been a member of the Church for seven years. His
steady Christian life and testimony are an
inspiration to the service.
Brother Sprague who just recently joined the Brethren in Christ church although
he has been a Christian for twenty years.
He feels that he can serve the Lord better
by giving his full support to the Mission.
His testimony of deliverance from the
depth of sin is dynamic.
Brother Hale, our latest addition of
regular stand-bys, gives good testimonies
of deliverance fron sin and the liquor
•habit.
Brother Egling, a faithful and much
appreciated member, who at one time had
been an officer in the Salvation Army. About seven years ago, after a backslider's
career, he wandered into the Mission, heartbroken, home-broken and friendless and
found the Lord.
Brother Egling's seventeen year old
daughter, Rosa Mae.
Mrs. Schmidt who recently found victory during an altar service at the Mission.
Vera Mae Orndoff, a very sincere girl
of fourteen, who was saved last summer.
Florence Royston, a sincere Christian
who has attended the Mission for years.
Staff Sargent Lee, a deeply spiritual

•

•

boy who has been attending the services
this past week. He is quite an adition by
way of music and testimony.
Leutenant and Mrs. James Buckwalter
and daughter, Laurel Ann, who recently
arrived from Washington.
And your workers, Reverend and Sister
Buckwalter, and Sisters Emma Crider and
Lula Asper.
The long table was bountifully spread
and the Spirit of the Lord pervaded the
atmosphere to make the occasion a most
enjoyable one.
At Brother Egling's suggestion, a purse
amounting to ten dollars was lifted for
the less fortunate people of India.
Then, at Rosa Mae's suggestion, everybody gave a testimony of what they were
most thankful for. Rosa Mae spoke words
of appreciation to the Brethren in Christ
church for the way they befriended her
father when he was homeless and friendless. Then, before we left the table, we
all joined in "Praise God from Whom all
Blessings Flow".
Was it because of the bond that binds
Christians together? I think it was. Anyway,everybody was filled with praises. The
rest of the day we spent singing with now
and then a short period of rest. Brother
Lee said it was the happiest dav of his
life.
Most of the party stayed for tea and
sandwiches, then went in a group via
street car to the Mission.

"Unto You Is Born This D a y "
R. E.

Neighbour

Luke 2:11
0 wliat a Day!
Foretold in ages long since past;
B>i many \rrophets qft forecast:
God's promises the world outlast—
O What a Day!
0 wlvat a Gift!
From God the Father up in Heav'n,
To sinful mortals Satan, driv'n,
A Saviour, Christ the Lord, was. giv'n—
0 what a Gift!
0 what a Babe!
A Child asleep on Mary's knee.
Yet true incarnate God was he,
With "goings forth" eternally—
O what a Babe!
0 what a Love!
Born purposely for men to die,
To save them, bless, and glorify,
And bear them to his home on high—
O what a Love!
What shall we Do?
E'er this glad Christmastide is gone,
Accept him now, and love him on,
His soulful praises e'er prolong—
This let us do.

»
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What Does Christmas Mean?
(Continued from page 402)
sense the mother of God, and shows that
she was the mother of the Lord in respect
of the manhood which He took into the
Godhead. It reminds us that there was no
absorption of the Divine in the human, but
rather an annexation of the human to the
Divine, or a combination of the human
with the Divine. It also teaches us that the
manhood of Christ is true manhood, not a
sham or an unreality. He was the seed of
a woman; but was untainted by the bias or
tendency to go astray from God, from
which we all suffer; this freedom from
taint being secured by the truth that the
manhood of Christ was the fruit of a pure
virgin.
And so He who lives God's life through
Eternity, and who could say, "Before Abraham came into being, I AM," lived man's
life in Time. The Divine personal Being
Whom St. John calls the Logos, and Who
had hitherto acted on human nature but
not in it, superinduced the manhood in its
original condition and perfection, and became thereby the possessor of two perfect
natures, the Divine and the human, remaining, nevertheless, One Person. This is the
foundation-stone of the Gospel, and is
never to be forgotten as we read the sacred
pages of the four Evangelists. For this
due preparation was made in history and
prophecy, in law and in type. In the fulness of time God sent forth His Son, made
of a woman; and thus the first chapter of
the story of Redemption was written. All
that is supernatural in the Older Dispensation leads up to this; and all that is mysterious or miraculous in the New Testament finds its solution in this "Mystery of
Godliness.'' The Atonement cannot be
grasped until the true doctrine of the Incarnation has been received. It is only then
that we can understand that God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself.
But when this Truth in its grandeur is once
revealed to the heart by the Holy Spirit, we
have something to rest upon. We are on
the Foundation which God has laid in Zion.
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center of holy vision. Paul had gazed
into the face of his Lord, until the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God had
•
•
filled all the horizons of his being. Enhe had preached to them the Gospel. The slaved in this Divine light, the world had
spirit that actuated him made ease and lost its brightness and the earth its glory.
comfort, self-interest or churchly preferThe Apostle's self-effacing consecration
ment stand out with glaring inconsistency fascinates us. It lifts us into that clearer
-—unworthy of the devotion which re- light where we are able to see the supreme
deemed men should render to their Lord. devotion—the self-abnegation possible to
Living on such supreme heights of self- those fully abandoned to Jesus Christ.
effacement, we can readily understand why Christians are not in the world merely to
the Apostle regarded anything short of this make money, to lay up for themselves
as self-seeking, rather than as a seeking treasures on earth, to seek the honors of
after those things which are Jesus Christ's.- men, or in ease and comfort to drift down
And was not his the true viewpoint? Is the river of time between flowering banks.
not this the true standard of devotement Christians are here for the supreme purby which every man should judge himself? pose of seeking the things which are Jesus
How feeble and unworthy does the com- Christ's. Nor is any peril more insistent
mon type of consecration appear in the in the life of the church than that of being
light of this supreme devotement!
engrossed in the possession of things. It
At this high level of adoration, the is because of the dominance of this worldApostle saw life in its true perspective. He ly spirit, that the consecration of the Aposstood on the mountain peaks of gracious tle seems so difficult to Christians of this
triumph, bathed in the celestial light which age; it is because this self-effacing devoradiated from the glorified Christ. His tion was so rare in his own time that the
view was no longer marred by the length- Apostle declared, "All seek their own, not
ening shadows which fall from the weaker the things which are Jesus Christ's." True
selves of those who live in the lowlands. devotion5 is measured in degree as well as
The Cross of Christ must ever be the true in kind.- —Herald of Holiness.

THINGS WHICH ARE JESUS CHRIST'S •
SHREWD analyst, rugged, almost ruthless in his honesty, the Apostle Paul
A
pierced through the superficialities of conventionality and culture and appraised
men at their true worth. Nor was he ever
more drastic in his denunciations than in
a comment which he passed upon men m
connection with his appointment of Timothy as pastor of the Church at Philippi.
"For I have no man likeminded," he says,
"who will naturally care for your state,
which are Jesus Christ's." It is a sad
comment on the frailty of human nature,
born no doubt of disappointing and discouraging contacts.
But against this dark background of human frailty, there appears as a sidelight,
a momentary glimpse of the Apostle's supreme devotion to his Lord. It is in the
light of this self-effacement, this utter
abandonment to Jesus Christ, that We must
understand his comment on the weakness
of men. On such lofty heights of devotion does the great Apostle dwell, that not
only does carnal selfishness appear in its
hideousness, but the self-interest of the
redeemed is revealed also in glaring inconsistency. The love of the heart may
be pure, but its lack of intensity and volume'-is shown at a great disadvantage by
the clear light in which the Apostle dwells.
So familiar was he with the light of the
glorious Gospel, that by contrast the world
was covered with dense darkness. He
seems never to have lost that impression
which the darkness of the world made upon him, as he contrasted it with the exceeding brightness of the light which
shined about him on the Damascus road.
It was this vision of the Christ which
made all else seem worthless to the Apostle. As he looked out upon the world of
men, the vision was all-inclusive. Nations
might differ as Greeks and barbarians; individuals might be classified as learned or
ignorant; but there was not a nation or an
individual that he did not regard as coming within the sphere of his apostolic duty.
To him the Gospel was a trust, and he
considered himself a debtor to all men.
He placed himself under tribute, that he
might in some measure discharge the debt
by preaching to them the Gospel of the
Christ. For this he crossed mountains,
and plains and seas. He reasoned with the
philosophers on Mars' Hill, and grappled
with the darkness and superstition of
heathenism. He mingled with the brilliant
and gay Corinthians and with the sluggish
arid slothful Cretans. He preached the
Gospel before royalty and became the
companion of slaves. But whether before
monarch or subject, with cultured Greek
or uncouth barbarian, he regarded himself as in debt—hopelessly in debt until

— MARRIAGESJesus
Fannie E.

Davidson

There's one that makes this life worth
while—•
It's Jesus,
He helps each day to live and smile.
For Jesus;
I would His glorious Name adore—
Love Jesus,
And shout glad praises o'er and o'er,
To Jesus.
He cleanses me from stain of sin—
Save, Jesus!
And gives a heart of snow within.
Like Jesus;
Upon my lips a joyous song,
Praise Jesus!
And grants me victory over wrong—
Keep, Jesus!
He showers me with blessings sweet.
Dear Jesus,
I love to worship at the feet
Of Jesus;
He fills with power that I might serve—
This Jesus,
So I may never, never swerve
From Jesus.
I know I'll see His face some day—
My Jesus,
Abide with Him up there for aye—
Hail Jesus!
And view the wonders of that land,
Lord Jesus,
The great white throne and angel band,
King Jesus.
—Garrett, Ind.

BBADY-KITE1EY — On Monday
evening,
Oct. 16, 1944, Sister Leola Kiteley, daughter of
the late Bro. George Kiteley and Sister Letha
Kiteley, was united in marriage to Bro. Warren Brady, both living near Carland, Mich.
The marriage took place in the home of the
bride's parents- in the presence of a number
of relatives with Bish. Henry Schneider, a
great-uncle of the bride, officiating. May God's
richest blessing be with them for they will be
much needed in the work of the Lord as
young people to share some of the responsibility that is left through some of the older
ones passing away.
EBANDI-LAUVEB—On Saturday
November 18, 1944 4 P.M., at the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church Mifflintown, Penna., Sr.
Dorcas Lauver daughter of Eld. and Sr.
Harvey Lauver. Became the Bride of Bro.
Vernon R. Brandt Son of Sr. William Richardson of Bellville, Kansas.
The ceremony was Solemnized in the presence of a number of invited guests, by the father of the Bride assisted by her uncle Bish.
J. S. Oldham of Fishertown, Pa., following
the ceremony a reception dinner was served
to the immediate relatives and Bridal group.
May Gods rich Blessing accompany them as
they journey lifes checkered pathway together.
ENG1.E-WOI.GEMTTTH—On Saturday, December 2, at the home of the bride's parents,
Brother and Sister Iryin M. Wolgemuth, Mount
Joy, Pennsylvania, their daughter, Alma Mae,
was united in Marriage with Donald Dean
Engle, son of Brother and Sister Elmer Engle,
Detroit, Kansas. The ceremony was performed
in the presence of a group of relatives and
friends by Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr., assisted
by Bishop I. W. Musser. May the blessing
of the Lord attend these young people.
G-EOK0rIADES-FR.AlTKI.IN— On Thursday,
November 9, 1944, at 6:30 p. m. there occurred
the beautiful wedding of Sr. Ruth Franklin,
daughter of Bro. and Sr. Roy Franklin, Upland, California, to Bro. William Georgiades,
son of Mr. and Mrs. George Georgiades, Chicago, Illinois, in the Upland Brethren in Christ
church. The ceremony was solemnized by Rev.
Henry. G. Brubaker in the presence af many
relatives and friends.
May this bridal couple witness for the Lord,
and minister to many people under the guidance of God.

.
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CHRISTMAS CAKE
RE you the proprietor of this establishment?" inquired a well dressed
young man of the first clerk he met in
the store.
"Well, hardly," was the dry response.
"Is he i n ? " was the next query.
"Yes, he's here. Do you have an appointment?"
"No, I'm sorry to say that I do not.
But it is quite important that' I see him,"
and the stranger smiled pleasantly.
The clerk looked inquiringly toward the
center of the room, and then^said, "Come
on, I'll take you to Mr. Schmidt." He led
the way to a small railed-in inclosure in
the center of the spacious room.
Seated in a swivel chair at a big desk,
Mr. Schmidt had only to raise his eyes,
or swing his chair, to see every corner of
his salesroom. His quick eye had noted
the entrance of the stranger, and the hesitancy of the clerk, and he had given the
signal that now brought the two to his
desk.
"Mr. Schmidt," murmured the clerk,
and went back to his duties.
"What can I do for y o u ? " inquired the
proprietor as he gave the young man a
keen, searching look.
The stranger's lips wore an enigmatic
smile as he said directly, "You can give
me a job, if you will."
Schmidt was taken aback. He was not
accustomed to employing his clerks in
this fashion.
"What kind of j o b ? "
"Salesman," was the prompt reply. "I
, can sell clothes," definitely.
"Can you really, or do you just think
you c a n ? " asked Schmidt, a bit testily.
"I would like a chance to show you,"
said the young man softly.
"All right. You haf your chance."
When he was excited Schmidt reverted to
the broken speech of his youth. "There!
There iss a man by that suit rack yonder.
Sell him a suit of clothe^, and you shall
haf your j o b ! "
The stranger's heart sank a bit. He had
not expected to be given his chance in
such an abrupt fashion as this. He did
not know the stock, nor the prices, nor—
anything. But—he had gotten just what he
had asked for. And he must make good.
That was sure.
With no outward sign of inward
qualms, he went to the potential customer. As frequently happens the man had
"no intention of buying a suit. At least not
then. His wife had said, "Your clothes
are getting shiny." And he had responded,
"Guess I'll drop into Schmidt's and see if
he has anything I'd care for," so here he
was.
But the new clerk lost no time. Know-

A

ing that his future work was in the balance, and sure that the critical eye of the
proprietor was watching every bit of sales
technique, he exerted himself, and in a
short time had the satisfaction of taking
a suit to be boxed and turning the cash
transaction over to Mr. Schmidt.
"Fery goot, fery goot!" exclaimed that
gentleman. "Vat iss your name? Vat you
calls yourself?" he was evidently quite
excited.
"I call myself, Fred Wheeler. Fritz, to
you, if you like."
"Fritz! Fine, yes, fine. Where do you
live?"
"Nowhere. I'll be glad to have you
recommend
a boarding house,
Mt.
Schmidt."
"Where did you come from, t h e n ? "
"From several states east of here," said
Fred. "I am all alone in the world. I had
a good position, but I decided if I were
ever going to see anything of this country
I'd better get started. I hadn't saved up
any money, but I'd heard of hitch-hikers,
so I started out."
"And did you get the rides?"
"Some, yes. But when I reached this
city last evening I held a conference with
myself and decided that I was a first-class
simpleton. The country seems to be made
up of hills and valleys and rivers and
brooks. There's grass and trees and cultivated fields. If I want to look at scenery,
I can do that more satisfactory from an
airplane, or at least from an auto that
goes where I want it to. And I discovered

Ring The Bells
/ . Wesley

Ingles

0 ring the bells loudly
Wildly, this year!
Children will hearken,
And old men may hear
Above the vast clamor
And demonic roar
Of ghastly battalions
In sky and on shore,
The song of the faithful:
"Christ Jesus draws near."
O ring the bells loudly,
Wildly, this year!
0 ring the bells loudly
And let them proclaim
Salvation and peace through
The wonderful Name.
The meek and the lowlu
Will sing of His birth.
To lighten the darkness
Encircling the earth;
And, singing, will, hearken,
And listening, will hear
The song o^f redemption:
"Christ Jesus draws near."
-Selected.
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that all along the road folks are just
folks; that is, I've met the same kind of
people—good, bad and indifferent—that
I've always known. There's nothing new
to be learned by trying to 'see the world'
in this manner. So I decided to quit. Get
a job. Save up my money and next time
I'll start out to see the 'worth-while
things' of the world."
"Schust right, Fritz, schust right. Now,
how many places did you try for work? "
"Only yours. I looked around and I
made up my mind that this was a store
where I could do my best—if I could get
a chance."
"All right, all right. You haf your
chance." They settled details as to wages,
hours, and a rooming house, and' Fred
Wheeler became a fixture at Schmidt's.
Just before Christmas he was standing
near the entrance for a brief breathing
spell. They had done a rushing business
all the morning.
The door opened and an old man and
his little old wife entered. They brushed
Fred aside and made their way directly to
the office. Mr Schmidt had missed their
entrance; he was busy with his books.
They stopped at the railing and the old
fellow called out, familiarly. "Hi, there,
Max."
Instantly Schmidt was on his feet, and
his German and English were hopelessly
mixed in the warm greeting he gave them.
It was nearly noon, so the three of them
went out for lunch. Fred wondered who
the old folks could be. They were not
German, so there could be no possibility
of a relationship, but there must be some
bond, he was sure.
When they returned to the store the actions were stranger still. Mr. Schmidt
would not relinquish them to any of his
clerks. But here, there, and all over the
store he, himself, accompanied them.
One of the very best suits in the store
was laid aside for the man. Working
clothes for a farmer were added and each
sign of hesitancy was overborne by the
proprietor, himself.
It was the same with the old lady. She
was taken from the dress department to
the household section and linens and
crashes were added to her supply.
There was a sizable collection of parcels
to be carried out to the machine, and as
Fred happened to be free for the moment,
he was called on to lend a hand.
The bundles were all stowed in the car,
which was at least ten years old, and the
old people happily waved good-bys and
repeated Merry Christmas wishes.
Schmidt stood with Fred looking after
the car and the young man surmised a
suspicious moisture in the eyes of the older man.
To cover his own confusion over the
discovery Fred remarked lightly, "Some
sizeable sale, that!"
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"That was no sale at all," insisted
Schmidt.
blankly.
'No
"No. It vas schust an installment on a
debt!" declared the other.
"A debt!" stupidly echoed Fred. He
was too amazed for coherent thought. If
Mr. Schmidt owed such a debt, why did
he not pay it in cash? Those folks looked
as if money would be welcome.
"Come on Jo the office, Fritz. I'll tell
you about it." And they made their way
to the inclosure, and then while busy
shoppers passed and repassed, Fred listende to the story of his employer's life.
"My father and my mother died when
I was small," he began. "My uncle took
me to his home. There were already three
children. I made four, and others came
along after I-went there.
"The house, it was small, and sometimes my uncle had hard work to fill so
many mouths. So, when I was sixteen, he
say, 'Max, don't you want to go to Ameriky to try your fortune?' I was anxious
to go. but I was scared, too. No home,
no friends, all strange.
"But a man my uncle knew had come,
and he had a store over here, and he
would help me get started."
"How did he k n o w ? " asked Fred.
"Oh, my uncle had written and told
him, and Jan Schaeffer said to send me
on. and so—I came."
The<e was such a long pause after those
words that Fred began to wonder if Mir.
Schmidt had forgotten him. But presently he went on.
"It was a long, long trip in those days.
A lot of us immigrants were stowed away
in the steerage. I was alone, so I helped
the mothers with the children. I'd had
lots of practice in that at my uncle's.
Fverybody talked German. It was a German boat, so.I heard no English at all until we landed."
"How did it sound?" asked Fred curiously.
Schmidt shook his head. "All crazy
like. And when I couldn't understand they
would schust shout louder and louder. It
would haf been funny if it hadn't been
so serious," and there was a reminiscent
look in his eye.
"But there was somebody who did understand us both to help me out, so I finally got on the right train for Jan Schaeffer's place."
"Was he good to y o u ? " asked Fred, for
want of a better question.
"Oh, sure. He tried at first to make
me learn some English words, but the
German was so much handier that I didn't
make much headway. Then a friend said,
'Why don't you give him a peddler's pack
and send him out through the country?
He'll learn the language faster that way.
Nobody will know his lingo and he'll have
to talk English.'
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"And Jan did that very thing. He fitted
up a pack and explained how I was to
sell, and how much I was to allow for
my meals and for my bed. He tried to
tell me the phrases to say, but I right away forgot them."
"Did you have to walk?" incredulously.
"Walk? Yes, and carry a big pack on
my back and a satchel in each hand."
"A satchel?" asked Fred, thinking of
the book bag he had carried to school,
and which some had called a "satchel."
"Yeah. Valises. Like suitcases, only
much bigger and heavier. I was young
and husky, but by the first night I think
those things weigh a ton!"
"I don't wonder!" ejaculated Fred.
"All that first week was one horrible
nightmare. I vas scared, and homesick,
and I couldn't make the people understand, and I didn't know what they said.
Not much of it. I did get something to
eat, but I always knew I paid too much
for it."
"Were the folks k i n d ? " hesitantly inquired Fred. He had pricking memories
of thoughtless words and acts to foreign
bovs.
"Most of them were. But some—ah, I
do not like to think of them. One man
hissed the dog on me. Another yelled
from his porch, 'We don't want peddlers
nor trampa here,' and I hurried on."
"Too bad," murmured Fred.
On Saturday night of that first week
I was ready to give up. I thought I would
try one more house to stay all night and
then I'd go back to Schaeffer and tell him
I'd dig ditches or work on the railroad or
anything else. I could carry a peddler's
pack no longer. And that house belonged to William Collins, the man who was
here to-day."
" S o ? " Fred was startled. "And h e — ? "
Schmidt nodded to the unspoken question. '"He made a man of me. He called
me 'brother' the first thing. They gave
me a good supper and afterward he took
down a Book that I knew was the Bible.
And he read in the same reverent tone
that Pastor Mueller used in Germany. And
he prayed, and I heard him mention
'brother,' and I knew he was telling the
Lord about me.
"I stayed over Sunday and went t o '
church with them and everybody was so
friendly, and I picked up English words

Christ's Birth
Isabel

Barber

To some it is a celebration,
To some it means their soul's salvation.
To some Christ is a teacher mild,
To others just a lowly child.
To me He is God's last appeal,
Sent from above to save and heal.
—Selected.
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so fast as anything. And Monday I went
to see the folks in that neighborhood and
I went back to Bill's every night.
"And they would both talk to me. Said
I must start my new life in America right,
and that was to be a Christian. I tried
to tell them that I belonged to the Church.
*
But I knew I was not the kind of
Christian they were, so I gave up and got
the same kind of experience. I was no
longer alone. Jesus was my Companion
and Friend. It gave me courage and it
helped me learn the language, too.
"Soon my stock got low, I made so
many sales, and I went back for more. I
made regular rounds every six months,
and every time I loved Bill Collins more
and more. Then I bought me a horse and
wagon, and after a while Jan Schaeffer
wanted me to buy him out. I did. This
is the place."
"This!" in amazement.
"Oh, I've enlarged it. I had to. The
village grew to a town and now it is a
city. The old place was too small. But
about ten years ago a disaster came to
Bill. He signed some notes for a friend,
and—the man disappeared. It took all the
savings of a lifetime, and nearly all of
his farm. The law let him keep his house
and a few acres. He has a hor.se and a
cow and a pig and some chickens.
"I went out as soon as I heard about
it. I wanted to bring them to town to live
with me. But, no! They were too independent. I tried to lend them money—I
would have given it—but I only insulted
them! But Christmas came and I saw my
way. I bought that car they drove to-day.
It was new then, and I had the salesman
drive it out there. I put Christmas pictures on the radiator and on each door
handle, and on the steering wheel. And
a note attached to the front where I had
written "For the love of the Lord Jesus."
They couldn't refuse a Christmas present!
See!"
"I see. What did they s a y ? "
"Schust what everybody says for them.
And next year I brings them down here to
the store and I gave him a suit of clothes
and her a new dress. Christmas presents!
It sure solved my problem," and he rubbed
his hands together gleefully.
"So now they come every year, do
they?"
" I send for them every year, I pretend
like I've forgotten his size, and they must
come down. It is a pleasant fiction and
deceives nobody. And I tell you, Fritz,
if they live to be a hundred I will still
be in their debt. They cast their bread
upon the waters that day for a poor, forlorn, immigrant peddler boy, and the Lord
has promised that the bread should return after many days."
"I'd say it was returning to them as
Christmas Cake," declared Fred. —The Sunday School Banner

414

EVANGELICAL

(14)

VISITOR

HIS NAME IS JESUS
Norman

H. Camp

Thou shall call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins.—
Matthew 1:2.1.

H

•

•

or by what name, have ye done this?" To
this question, Peter replied, "By the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye
crucified, whom God raised from the dead,
even by him doth this man stand here
before you whole" (-Acts 4:7, 10). There
is power in the name of Jesus.
There is salvation in the name of Jesus.
At the same time that Peter explained how
the impotent man was made whole in the
name of Jesus, he added these words,
"Neither is there salvation in any other;
for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be
saved" (Acts 4 : 1 2 ) . This harmonizes with
the message of the angel at His birth.
"Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins." The
resurrection of His body from Joseph's
tomb gives us the assurance that there is
no salvation in any other in heaven, or in
earth, or under the earth. God's salvation
for man is in and through Jesus.

E WAS the Son of God from all eternity,
but when He became the Son of man
—the second Man, the last Adam—God
gave Him a human name, and He has that
name today. It has never been changed,
and it never will be changed.,
Because He made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Himself the form of
a servant, and was willing to be made in
the likeness of men, and then humbled
Himself and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross, therefore God
highly exalted Him, and gave Him a name
that is above every name, that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:5-1.1).
When Saul of Tarsus, the zealous religionist, was on his way to Damascus to
persecute Christians and bring them bound
The apostle Paul declares, "If thou shalt
to Jerusalem, he was suddenly enveloped confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and
by a bright light and he heard a voice say- shalt believe in thy heart that God raised
ing, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou him from the dead, thou shalt be saved:
me?" to which he replied, "Who art thou. for with the heart man believeth unto
L o r d ? " He had read the Twenty-third righteousness; and with the mouth confesPsalm many times and said with much sion is made unto salvation" (Rom. 10:9.
satisfaction, "The Lord is my shepherd; 10. R. V . ) .
I shall not want." But he did not know the
Multitudes of Adam's race who have
Lord. "Who art thou, L o r d ? " was his
earnest inquiry; and to his surprise the realized the need of salvation, and have
voice replied, "I am Jesus whom thou per- turned from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan unto God, have tested
secutest" (Acts 9 ) .
this simple way of being saved and found
The Lord of glory introduced Himself
it effective. There is salvation, full and
by the name of Jesus to the one who afterfree, in the name of Jesus.
ward became the apostle Paul, a chosen
Again notice that there is comfort, in thevessel. He was not ashamed of His name
—it was given to Him by the Father—and
should we ever be ashamed to speak that
name or own Him as our Lord?
A Christmas Prayer
Just before closing the Revelation, which
He received from the Father and showed
Charles R. Stump
to His servants through the apostle John,
the things which must shortly come to Oh, that Peace might rule the earth
pass, the Son of God declared to the penWhile Bells peal forth the Saviour s
man. "I Jesus have sent mine angel to tesbirth;
tify unto you these things in the churches"
.Anthems might fill once more the sky
(Rev. 22:16). And again we read, "The
Where bombers roar and fight and die.
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" (Rev. 19:10). From the first chapter
of Matthew to the last chapter of the Rev- That shepherds, watching on yonder hill,
Might see the Star its mission
fulfill;
elation, His name is magnified. Shall we
That
nations
would
cease
this
ruthless
not magnify that name which is above
war,
every name? "We see Jesus . . . crowned
And selfish leaders be born no more.
with glory and honor" (Heb. 2 : 9 ) . Let
us crown Him, too!
' Observe that there is power in the name Oh, God, forgive this carnage, death,—
Hear those prayers on dying breath,
of Jesus. After Peter and John had healed
the lame man at the gate Beautiful—a man Prayers from men whose blood is spilled
Because evil rulers with greed are
who had been lame for forty years, even
filled.
from the time of his birth—the rulers demanded of the apostles, "By what power,
—^Marion, Ind.
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name of Jesus. The Man in heaven whose
name is Jesus is to return to this earth
soon for those who are saved by His shed
blood and born again by the quickening
power of the Holy Spirit. "This same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as
ye have seen him go into heaven,' were
the comforting words of the two men, or
angels, to the men of Galilee, as they
stood on Mount Olivet (Acts 1:11).
And the apostle Paul declares, "For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring w i t h him. . . . Wherefore,
•comfort one another with these words"
(I Thess. 4 : 1 4 ) . He will not come again
as the meek and lowly Jesus to be rejected
by men, but He will come in power and
great glory with the armies of heaven first
for His own, and then with 'His own, in
(laming fire to render vengeance on those
who know not God and who obey not His
gospel (II Thess. 1:7-10). What a comfort to "His own" in these days of darkness, distress, and apostasy!
He is still a Man in the glory, who is
touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
and as a Man Jesus loves those who are
His purchased possession. "Having loved
his own which were in the world, he loved
them to the end" (John 13:1) . What a
comfort is this!
Then there is access to God in the name
of Jesus. There is no access to the holy
God by sinful men except through the
merits of a mediator or high .priest, and
he must be a man, not an angel. Is there
such a person ? Yes, there is, and His
name is Jesus. "There is one God, and
one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus" (I Tim. 2 : 5 ) . This
one mediator and high priest is in heaven
and not on earth.
Jesus said to Thomas who desired to
know the way to God, "No man cometh
unto the Father, but by me." There is no
other way, but this way is sufficient, for
this Man, whose name is Jesus, continueth
ever and will never die (Heb. 7:22-25).
All through the Epistle to the Hebrews we
are told of a Man who is a faithful and
merciful high priest, and His name is
Jesus. He ever liveth to make intercession
for us. Through Him and His merits we
have access unto the Father.
Therefore, when we pray to the Father
we should pray in Jesus' name and expect
God to answer our prayers for Jesus' sake.
When Jesus was on earth. He said to His
disciples, "Whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name, that will I do. that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If ye ask anything in my name. I will do it" (John
14:13, 14). Again, Jesus said to those
same disciples. "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
my name, he will give it you. Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask,
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and ye shall receive, that your joy mav be
Purposes Of The Incarnation
full" (John 16:23, 2 4 ) .
Remember that there is a Man who is
(Continued from page 404)
now on the right hand of the throne of the
majesty in the heavens, with whom the He too was wounded in "the house of his
Father is infinitely well pleased. He is the friends."
same yesterday, and today and forever.
Still another reason why God needed
and He will make good every promise. "Let the experience of human life is set forth
us therefore come boldly unto the throne in John 5:22,27. Our Lord is the speakof grace, that we may obtain mercy, and er. "For the Father judgeth no man, but
find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. hath committed all judgment unto the
4:14-16). Ask in Jesus' name and expect Son." Surely a most astonishing claim.
the answer.
Why should the Father abdicate the
Finally, there is victory in the name of judgment-throne and reserve all judgment
Jesus. Jesus by His death afnd resurrec- for the Son? The true explanation aption overcame sin and death, Satan and pears in verse 27: The Father "hath given
hell, and those who believe on Him and him authority to execute judgment also, beconfess His name a r e more than conquerors cause he is the (a) Son of man." (There,
through Him that loves them.
is no definite article in the Greek). Of
Man was made lower than the angels the three eternal Persons of the Triune
for a little while, and was given dominion God, only the Son has passed through the
over Gods creation. "But now we see not experience of human life. How wonderyet all things put under him ( m a n ) . But ful and comforting to know that on that
we see Jesus (and He is a man, as well as judgment seat before which we must all
God), who was made a little lower than appear, and on that Great White Throne
the angels for the suffering of death, before which all the lost must stand, there
crowned with glory and honor; that he by will sit One who is both Son of God and
the grace of God should taste death for Son of man. This is the glory of the inevery man . . . that through death he might carnation. It gave to us a Savior, and to
(destroy him that had the power of death, the world a Judge, who knows by experithat is, the devil; and deliver them who ence the problems of human existence.
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. 2;6-15).
The Ideal Humanity
Jesus is the mighty victor. All who receive Him and rely upon Him are given
In the fourth place we see that God bevictory over sin and death; over the Devil came incarnate in order that He might reand hell, and over the grave and the wrath veal in a concrete person the ideal huto come through faith in His exalted name. manity.
In writing to the Christians at ThessaMan has never reached the ideal that
lonica. the apostle Paul reminds them that God has in store for a redeemed humanity.
when they heard the gospel they turned to What is "goodness?" What is " r i g h t ? "
God from idols to serve the living and God has answered all such questions fortrue God; and to wait for His Son from ever by the incarnation of His Son.
heaven, whom He raised from the. dead,
The Son of God Incarnate reveals what
even Jesus, "which delivered us from the
we
ought to be right now. The New Testawrath to come" (I Thess. 1:5-10). Yes.
there is deliverance in His name. "We are ment presents Him not only as our dimore than conquerors through him that vine Redeemer, but also as our perfect
Example. We Christians ought to walk,
loved us" (Rom. 8:37).
May every believer in the Lord Jesus, writes John, "even as he walked" (1 John
the Man in glory, take heed to the admoni- 2 : 6 ) . And Peter adds that, "Christ also
tion. "Wherefore seeing we also are com- suffered for us. leaving us an example,
passed about with so great a cloud of wit- that ye should follow his steps" (1 Pet.
'
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 2 : 2 1 ) .
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and
The Son of God Incarnate reveals not
let us run with patience the race that is set only what we ought to be here and npw.
before us. looking unto Jesus the author but also" what we shall be hereafter. "It
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy doth not yet appear what we shall be."
that was set before him endured the cross, No, you have never seen a Christian who
despising the shame, and is set down at has become all that he ought to be. We
the'right hand of God" (Heb. 12:1, 2 ) . know that, if we know anything. But here
It is His desire that we shall be with Him is something else we know: "We know
and be like Him in spirit, soul, and body that, when he shall appear, we shall be
throughout the ages of eternity; and to this like him" (1 John 3 : 2 ) . We shall be
end the Holy Spirit is working in the be- like Him, the Lord of glory! Let us lay
liever with the same mighty power that He hold of the promise and remember, as
wrought in Jesus when He raised His body someone used to say, "If we expect to be
from the grave and set Him at the right like Him up there, we ought to begin to
hand of God in the heavenlies.—Moody look a little like Him while we are down
Monthly.
here."
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What Failures We Are!
Whenever I get to looking at myself too
much, and get discouraged with the situation, there is a passage in Hebrews 2 to
which I resort. The writer begins in verse
6 with a query that shows he understands
my frame of mind. "What is man, that
thou art mindful of h i m ? " Then he goes
back to the original purpose of God and
draws a picture of man, the crown and
lord of creation. "But now we see not
yet all things put under him." How true!
With all our boasted progress, not much
has been accomplished. We may not see
things now put under our feet as they shall
•~be sometime, "but we see Jesus . . .
crowned with glory and honor" (v. 9 ) .
God's Human PhotographIn the fifth place it is evident that God
became incarnate in order that He might
provide for us an everlasting
revelation
of Himself in visible human form.
The same apostle who wrote, "No man
hath seen God at any time," also- faithfully records the word of Christ to Philip,
"He that hath seen me hath seen the Father."
But the incarnation of our blessed Lord
was something more than a transient episode in the stream of human history. He
did not unite* Himself with our humanity
for the brief space of thirty years and
then abandon it forever when He died, as
some would have it. On the contrary, by
the resurrection of His uncorrupted body
from the dead, and its subsequent glorification, the incarnation of Christ became
an
everlasting
accomplishment.
The
stamp of eternity is now upon the body
born of the virgin.
—Christian

Victory.

The Glorious Future
The Doctor did not think the dying
daughter would hear when he said to the
mother, "Poor child; she has seen her
best days." But she heard him and said.
"No, doctor, I haven't seen my best days;
my best days are still to come when I
shall see the King in His glory."
—W. E.

Biederwolf.

1 m*m *

Corrections
Our attention has been called to some
errors in the Intermediate Quarterly for.
the last quarter of 1944.
Two references to Mennonite history
were not deleted. And in Lesson 12 for
December 17 is a more substantial oversight. Under the discussion of "Crucifying the flesh" the teaching as in the original copy was not clear. Your editor submitted a new paragraph. But due to a
slip-up the publishers did not catch the
corrections until the quarterlies were finished. We are sorry for these mistakes.
—Editor.
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HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED
WONDERFUL
Paul Rood
US a child is born, unto us a
FshallORSonUNTO
is given: and the government
be upon His shoulder: and His
Name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace."
(Isaiah
9:6).

also that only thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God"
(Luke 1:35). It is indeed wonderful that
"God was in Christ" and that "the Word
was made flesh" and our Lord "took upon Him the form of a servant."
Christ was Wonderful in His Life. He
never sinned in thought, word or deed.
Jesus could challenge His enemies with the
words, "Which of you convinceth Me of
s i n ? " There may be spots on the sun,
but there are no spots on the Son of
righteousness. Christ is the only sinless being of flesh and bones that ever appeared
on this planet.

Christ was Wonderful in His Preexistcnce. To the unbelieving Jews Christ declared His preexistence when He said, "Before Abraham was, I am" (John 8 : 5 8 ) .
Christ was the active agent of the Godhead
in the creation of the Universe. "All
things were made by Him; and without
Him was not anything made that was
made" (John 1:3). Christ is self-existent,
without beginning and without end. "In
the beginning was the Word,and the Word
was with God and the Word was God."
(John 1:1). T,he Jehovah of the Old
Testament is the Jesus of the New Testament.

Christ was Wonderful in His Deeds. He
unstopped the ears of the deaf, opened the
eyes of the blind, and caused the dumb
to speak. He healed the sick, stilled the
storm, fed the multitudes and raised the
dead. He was the greatest miracle worker of the all ages.

Christ was Wonderful in His Birth. His
birth was supernatural. He fiad a human
mother but no human father. Gabriel explained to v Mary the virgin birth of Christ
ifT these words: "The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore

Christ was Wonderful in His Death. He
is the only One who was ever born to die.
Christ alone, who was both the Son of
God and the Son of man. could make atonement for the sins of man, and He
could do it only through His sacrifical
death on the cross. "But God commendeth
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on

love toward us, in that, while we were
sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:
He "bare our sins in His own body
the tree."

Christ was Wonderful in His Resurrection. "He arose again the third day according to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. 1 5 : 4 ) .
Christ conquered over sin, death and all
His foes. He took something with Him
back to heaven that He did not have when
He left heaven—namely, a physical body.
The resurrection of Christ is the bestproved fact of history; and it has most
powerfully affected human history.
Christ is Wonderful as Prophet,
Priest.
and King. As Prophet, He instructs us
regarding God and His plan of redemption. As Priest, He has "appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself," and
He now appears in the Presence of God
for us as our Advocate with the Father.
As King, He shall appear the second time
to set up His kingdom here on earth.
Christ is the panacea for all our ills and
the solution of all our problems. He is
a wonderful Savior because He is able to
save to the uttermost all who come unto
God by Him. He is a wonderful Lord because He is able to give us victory in the
hour of testing and trial. He is a wonderful King because He will solve all
national and international problems and
will usher in an era of righteousness and
peace. Let us believe, follow, worship,
obey, and serve our wonderful Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ!
—The Kings
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A CHRISTMAS WITHOUT CHRIST
A B. Simpson
When God's beloved Son
Came down to dwell with men.
There was in Bethlehem's little town
No room, for Jesus then;
And in a manger bed
On that first Christmas
morn.
'Mid crowded stalls and lowing kine
The Lord of worlds was born.
He's coming back once more—
Coming, but not as then;
Arrayed in glorious majesty
He's coming back to reign,
With songs and shouts of praise
The.earth and heaven shall ring,
The wealth of words is cheap to win
One smile from heavens King.
Sometimes He still doth come,
Seeking our hearts to win;

He gently knocks and waits, and cries,
"Soul, may I enter in?"
His loving heart is fain
To win us in disguise,
Before His majesty shall burst
Upon our wondering eyes.
0 happy souls that hear,
And bid Him enter in!
He comes to bless and heal and save
From all the curse of sin.
And, oh, what joy some day,
To hear Him say to thee:
"Thou gavest Me a home on earth—
Now thou shalt dwell with Me."
The world is rushing on,
In mad frivolity,
With room and time for all besides,
But none, 0 Lord, for Thee.

And, bolder grown, we dare
To call the world our own:
Humanity is God, and God
Is. banished from His throne.
0 God, the very heavens
Must blush with wondering shame
To see the slight that man bestows
On heaven's most honored Name.
How canst Thou love and bless!
How canst Thou still forbear!
While He who died to purchase us
Has in our joy no share!
Earth, have thy little day
Of Christlessness and sin!
Soon shalt thou stand at heaven's gate
And seek to enter in.
But from those warders stern.
I hear the answer given
"For those who had no room for Christ,
There is no room in heaven!"
•—Selected.

